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months, or even to-morrow, he himself would have to lay
such-and-such faults at General Gamelin's door. Perhaps
there was a general more capable than he of preparing
and achieving victory ? If he were sure of that he would
propose him at once for appointment at the head of the
armies. But if such a man was not available, could one
run the risk of making a change, perhaps on the eve of
formidable events ? The only question to debate was,
therefore, to find out if the grievances put forward by
the Prime Minister were conclusive. He took them one
by one, exerting himself to show that, especially in the
Norwegian affair, they were not justified. As soon as the
Government had formulated its instructions, General
Gamelin had hurried forward the forming and dispatch of
the expeditionary force. The arrival of the transports was
not his responsibility.
" In this particular case," M. Daladier declared, raising
his voice a trifle, " the Generalissimo's conduct is worthy
of nothing but praise. I am prepared to cover him fully
in this matter/' he added. " If he is guilty, then I am.
I therefore place my resignation as a member of the
Government at the disposal of the Prime Minister, who
will thus be fully at liberty to proceed with such changes
as he may think desirable."
There was complete silence. For some seconds, which
seemed very long to those present, M. Reynaud, white-
faced, appeared to be waiting for someone to speak. Then
he slowly closed his file and said emphatically: " As I
cannot make my point of view prevail, I am no longer
Head of the Government."
The members of the Council, looking on at the duel
between the two men, were aghast. If some, thinking of
the national interest, were deeply grieved that an incurable
lack of mutual comprehension made collaboration between
the two impossible, most were chiefly anxious over their
own fate. This dispute would mean a ministerial crisis,
and what would become of them ?